
 Marrakech Declaration: Community and associative media in Morocco 

 

 

An initiative of E-joussour, a community portal for the civil society in the Maghreb and the 

Mashreq, which is a project of Forum des Alternatives Maroc (FMAS), and in partnership 

with the World Community Radio Broadcasters Association (AMARC), and the support of 

International Media Support (IMS), more than sixty civil society activists, journalists, 

bloggers, experts, trainers and media professionals gathered in Marrakech between 5 and 8 

December, 2011 to examine public service broadcasting and community and associative 

radios, aiming to promote citizen journalism in Morocco. Experts and coordinators of 

community media networks from around the globe, particularly from Latin America 

(Argentina, Brazil), Africa (Ghana, Senegal, Niger, Egypt, Tunisia), the Middle East 

(Palestine) and Europe (France) conducted various workshops that focused on the regulating 

and self- regulating legislative framework needed for this public service sector to thrive, 

which will in its turn ensure the democratization of the Moroccan media landscape. 

 

Resulting from an exchange of principles and internationally recognized standards 

recommended by the UNESCO, the African Charter of Radios and the successful experiences 

around the world, the Marrakech declaration on Community and Associative Media was 

adopted by the participants who agreed on the following points:  

 

1. With a new democratic system imposed and adopted by the populations of the Maghreb 

Mashreq region, a diverse and democratic media field - fueled by an effective participation 

and a legitimized and protected ownership of information by citizens, is now a decisive tool 

for the future of societies and their modes of governance at all levels and in all sectors of 

community life; 

 

2. All media sectors including community media, which are dedicated to the democratization 

of the state and the society and devoted to the establishment of an active citizenship for a 

good governance, must be guided by human rights principles as stipulated in the Universal 

Declaration, and by ethics as stated in the international charters adopted and promoted among 

media professionals worldwide; 

 

3. “The right to communicate” has become an undeniable right owned and exercised by the 

youth of the Machreq and Maghreb region, who through their media initiatives and cyber 

activism proved that this is a modern and decisive right that now needs access to an advanced 

place in the framework of human rights and the internationally recommended models for good 

and democratic governance; 

 

4. For this community media sector to play its appropriate role in promoting a culture of 

democratic, participatory and citizen governance, it must ensure that the standards, practices 

and norms of such governance and culture are respected and promoted constantly within this 

medium, and in all aspects, activities and life cycle of a community radio: its organization, 

functioning, financing, governance, content, and so on. In this regard, all participants in the 

Marrakech meeting learnt about the principles and standards regulating this tool as 

recommended by AMARC and instructed by successful community media experiences 

around the world, and which shared a reference guide for practices and initiatives of 

community radios; 

 



5. Community media can not claim to play a societal role in the community until its purpose 

and meaning of its practices, as non-profit media, are strictly defined by and depending on its 

target population, which is a group of citizens that mobilize and share common goals, be they 

social, cultural, economic ... A community or associative radio emerges from a group or 

association that governs and manages it, and which develops and produces its content, as well 

as regularly assesses its impact and mission; 

 

6. Morocco - like many countries in the Maghreb Mashreq region, where the dynamism and 

unprecedented activism of its citizens and civil societies in the mediasphere and new 

technologies, have tested and grabbed their right to communicate - is called upon alongside its 

youth to officially enshrine this right in a law and hence empower the community media 

sector by the adoption of the necessary legislation, regulating and self-regulating framework, 

in order to embed its legitimacy and freedom of action in the institutional and political 

practices of the country, and establish it as a third category of media actors, alongside public 

service media and private media; 

 

7. In order for this sector to thrive and succeed as an effective actor in the national media 

landscape, it is imperative that the network of local associations, such as NGOs promoting 

human rights, freedom of expression, the right to information and communication, form 

partnerships and networks, to carry out and support the necessary advocacy and lobby for the 

creation of community media, and to encourage and support every initiative to set up a 

broadcast radio or web radio, and also assist in capacity building through trainings and 

leadership development;  

 

8. Ongoing initiatives of community media in Morocco, including web radios and community 

portals, must be at the forefront in achieving this advocacy and networking objective, with the 

support of the rest of the Moroccan civil society and in partnership with international 

renowned actors such as AMARC, which benefits from the strength and dynamism of its 4000 

members (media and media networks) in 115 countries. 

 

 

(For further information, visit: www.e-joussour ; www.amarc.org ; www.unesco.org ; www.i-

m-s.dk)  

 

Marrakech, December 8, 2011 
 

http://www.e-joussour/
http://www.amarc.org/
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